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LAMPOON

New stages for Milan Piano City: the music event brings Milanese people inside private locations.

Giving new generation the opportunity to play alongside the world's best pianists . Piano City resents new locations — among the many, a castle in the suburbs
of Milan

Born in twenty-sleven, Piano City Milano brings opportunity to the Milanese people to self-indulge in piano concerts across the city. Today, from May twentisth-
twenty second, 2 new metamorphosis of musical entities. It will be shown through the city, where there will be two hundred and nineteen events held. Some in
company, and others solo.

The opportunity to learn and play alongside the world's best will invalve both young talents still in school. As well as notable names.
Something for everyone, how the diversity of music attracts all walks of life

The message is clear: music is flowing through all hours of the day. Classical songs in the early hours of dawn awakening kids for school and accompanying
strolls 1o espresso bars. Whereas smooth jazz is heard in the afterncon, with & build up to a popular genre of piano techno after midnight. Providing an after
party to the late-night events on the weekend.

«Music should not only be for people whe can afford to pay to go and sit in a conservatory. But it should be given to every person. Even if they are just walking
down the street and stop to listen. This music reaches the city, giving the Milanese & true freedom to be present and to enjoy. »

Characterized as a project of and with the city. It is all thanks to several institutions, artists, networks and partners that makes everyone able to have a piano to
play on. In twenty-twenty-two, taking place in over twenty-one locations throughout the municipality pianos are strategically placed in areas that provide
optimum acoustic elements. As well as architectural structures that frame the performance itself.

As former Pianist herself at Piano City and taking on the role as Artistic Director. Ricciarda Belgicjoso's past and present work in both music and architecture
nas helped her transform and make the event evolve. Providing every year the framewaork to go above the year before, pushing the boundaries of everyone
involved.
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Where personal and professional meet, how architecture and music come together

«| have been participating as a pianist since the very first year of the festival. | was then involved in the artistic direction for six years now, around halfway through
the entirety of the festival. As it has grown year by year, Titti Santini (co-founder and artistic director of Piano City Milano) called me to collaborate with him. And
they have brought me on to share a different point of views, says Ricciarda Belgiojoso.

The two worlds that Ms. Belgiojoso comes from bring a close range of concepts and ideas. And also the practical realities of organizing such a large-scale

event.

«We work on this musical program very closely together with the pianists for harmony of realness and appropriate spaces as it is not a traditional festival. Our aim
is to present piano solo concerts. But we have also had many twenty-one’s participants concerts as well. And | was also took part of one them. This brings maore
diversity to the audience; there is everyone from children to former performers. There are programs shown that are specially thought of for Piano City, in order to
create something that people will carry a memory of with them forevers.

Bringing new talent to life requires collaboration and expert levels

«Cultivating new talents is also a priority. Seeing young names starting their caresr at Piano city is a feeling like no other. And only in this sort of festival can these
musicians harvest their own audience. The open mindedness of Piano City is an opportunity to discover music. It's also about finding influences that are

unexpected that helps you gain a new point of view.

(From the perspective of the artistic direction) We work on two main areas. We wark on the music dealing with the pianists, and on the programs so that we can
match the different locations that we work within the city This festival is nat just about discovering music, it is also about discovering the dynamics of the city. It's a
way to live through & moving city. In this year's program, we have several new locations that did not exist even two years ago — parks, museums, universities,
suburban areas. It's a puzzle that we construct to match the music locationss.

Whether there is classical music flowing through the streets of a retired community, smooth jazz, or electronic sounds flowing through a university campus,
there is something for everyone.

«The two founders of Piano City, Daniela Cattaneo Diaz and Titti Santini, gained the presence of Ludovico Einaudi, who shared the spirit of the freedom of having
music in abnormal spaces. As soon as it was an idea, it was an opportunity as it was the first of its kinds.

Looking to Piano City with a refreshing eye

Itis & moment of time where acclaimed pianists that have put their hats in the ring of performing in traditional halls, lock to Piano City with a refreshing eye.
Also, having shorter performances of one hour is enough to have time to enjoy the show. As well as to have the freedom to move around, bringing a new energy
to concert culture.

«Encouragement is key when colliding the worlds of musicians. This year there will he a show of thirty-six pianists, performing the nine symphonies of Beethoven
played continuously for six hours by nine professionals, each mentoring three young talents. Collaborations are truly relevant in the festival. We work with many
institutions, such as the municipality of Milan. Working each year on new venues, also means to understand what the programming is in all of these places. Lastly,
collabarating with multiple partners, as all of the concerts are for free. This is because we manage our efforts with them and involve them in the creative process.
The social aspect of music is just as significant as anything else, finding chances to bring music to hospitals, shelters and rougher parts of the city, excluding none
and embracing alls.

Finally, technicalities should not be forgotten as well. This is music in the city, but not just any music. Pianos that weigh upwards 300 kilograms takes precise
logistics, tuning, protecting and expertise, backed by partners that lend instruments shared by many great names.

Challenges are not challenging if they are always successful

«The principal challenge with artistically directing Piano City is certainly a very complicated technical matter. Often, we have to present new productions, create
new albums and share innovative names. On the other hand| to work with a list of artists — including Omar Sosa, Hauschka, Katia and Marielle Labéque, Olafur
Arnalds, Hania Rani, Sebastien Tellier, Rufus Wainwright and more — who are so looking forward to presenting, that is the most gratifying feelings.

The social aspect of Piane City Milano zlso brings enlightenment to sometimes forgotten communities. In suburbs, hospitals, shelters and detention centers, life
is sometimes overlooked, but bringing back the excitement of musicis a reward.

«It's good to see there is a strong desire for concerts, people want to attend in person. But on the other side, traditional concert halls, can be frightening. An open-air
festival such as Piano City helps to encourage everyone regain some excitement of live musics

As for this years event, Piano City Milano 2022 is going to present two-hundred concerts over three days around the city of Milan, from May 20 to May 22. The
main event is going to be the opening concert performed by the new legend Abdullah lbrahim in the gardens of GAM (Galleria di Arte Moderna).

Bringing fresh perspectives 1o sounds that are familiar to most, it offers a selection of concerts for all kinds of potential target audisnces, in a varisty of scunds
and musicians. Among the many, some notables one: Ennic Morricone's tribute by Gilda Butta (one of his most close collaborators), John Medeski, Ray Lema,
and Laurent de Wilde, Frida Bollani with Oren Lavie, Yaniv Taubenhouse, the trioute 1o the Beatles, Pieter De Graaf in Piazza Olivetti, Vanessa Wagner in Piazza
Gae Aulenti, The Moroccan songs at Ex Macello.

BIANCA BONCOMOLO

The writer does not work for, consult, own shares in or receive funding from any company or organization that would benefit from this article.

Ufficio Stampa

Tel. 02 20404727 fax 02 20404743 — info@paroleedintorni.it - www.paroleedintorni.it


mailto:info@paroleedintorni.it

